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by deleting all provisions of the bill following the enacting clause and substituting the following:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 56, Chapter 7, Part 1, is

amended by adding the following as a new, appropriately designated section:

56-7-1__.

(a)  It is the purpose and intent of the general assembly to provide access

to health insurance coverage to all residents of Tennessee who are denied

adequate health insurance for any reason by any insurer.  It is the intent of the

general assembly that adequate levels of health insurance coverage be made

available to residents of Tennessee who are otherwise considered uninsurable or

who are uninsured.

(b)  The Department of Commerce and Insurance is authorized and

directed to conduct a study of the need for a risk pool for health insurance in

Tennessee.  The study shall address at least the following areas:

(1)  The feasibility of implementation and the costs associated with

the creation and maintenance of a risk pool for health insurance in

Tennessee.

(2)  The number of individuals who might be eligible for coverage

by a risk pool for health insurance.

(3)  The medical needs of those individuals eligible for coverage

by a risk pool for health insurance.

(4)  The impact, if any, on TennCare of a risk pool for health

insurance.
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(5)  The reasons that candidates for a risk pool for health

insurance are unable to obtain insurance coverage in the commercial

market.

SECTION 2.  Any costs associated with this study shall be paid from the

revenues generated by Public Acts, 2001, Chapter No. 333 and maintained by the

insurance division of the department of commerce and insurance.

SECTION 3.  The department of commerce and insurance shall report the results

of this study to the commerce committees of the house and senate of the general

assembly by March 1, 2005.

SECTION 4.  This act shall take effect upon becoming law, the public welfare

requiring it.


